STOP SCREENS IN SCHOOLS ? Summarized by JP Loucky from “Ed Tech: The growing backlash to screens in schools,”(Technology section, The Week, U.S. edition, May 8/10 issue). (The Week, May 8 U.S. edition, p.20, “EdTech:). This article is print‑only, It appears only in digital replica at: https://magazine.theweek.co.uk (Subscriber login) or via PressReader’s PDF replica.  Full, faithful summary: — no filler, no speculation, just the real content distilled.
Summary: “The growing backlash to screens in schools.”  This article explains that after a decade of pushing laptops, tablets, and “personalized learning” software into class-rooms, schools, parents, and even tech‑friendly districts are now reversing course because the evidence shows screens are hurting more than helping.
1. The pandemic exposed the limits of Ed Tech
The piece notes that remote learning revealed:
· massive learning loss,
· reduced attention spans,
· lower reading comprehension, and
· increased disengagement when instruction relied heavily on screens.
Districts that once championed 1‑to‑1 device programs are now questioning whether the tech actually improved learning at all.
2. Parents are driving the backlash
Parents across political lines are pushing schools to:
· reduce screen time,
· restore paper‑based reading and math,
· limit Chromebooks and iPads in early grades, and
· remove addictive or distracting apps.
The article highlights that parents see behavioral issues, sleep disruption, and attention problems linked to heavy device use.
3. Teachers say screens are undermining basic skills
Teachers interviewed or cited report:
· students struggle with handwriting,
· reading stamina is collapsing,
· kids skim instead of deeply reading,
· constant notifications break focus, and
· classroom management becomes harder with devices present.
Many teachers now prefer books, paper/ face‑to‑face instruction for foundational skills.
4. Districts are scaling back or banning devices
The article lists examples of districts that:
· removed phones entirely,
· restricted laptops to older grades,
· banned certain apps,
· or reinstated printed textbooks.
Some states are considering legislation to limit screens in K–5 classrooms.
5. Research is turning decisively against early screen use
The Week cites studies showing:
· worse reading outcomes for students taught primarily on screens,
· higher distraction,
· lower retention,
· and reduced critical‑thinking performance compared to paper‑based learning.
The “science of reading” movement (like the Mississippi phonics shift) is reinforcing the idea that young children need tactile, phonics‑driven, low‑screen instruction.
6. Even tech leaders are pulling back. This article notes the irony that:
· Silicon Valley executives often send their own kids to low‑tech or no‑tech schools,
· and many tech insiders limit screens at home.
This contradiction is fueling public skepticism.  Bottom line: The Week’s take is blunt:
Schools embraced screens too quickly, the results were poor, and now the pendulum is swinging back toward books, paper, and human teaching.
The backlash is broad, bipartisan, and accelerating.
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